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Vor. XVII 


ELECTION OF CoUNCIL. 


We published a little while ago the names of the 
retiring Members of Council. All these eight gentle- 
men are nominated for re-election, and as we know 
of no cause to find fault with their years of work 
we expect that the voters who sent them as repre- 
sentatives four years ago will mark their approval 


by returning them again. They are: 
Messrs. Carter Mulvey 
McCall McKinna 
Shave Shipley 
Williams Wragg 


Owing to the resignation of Mr. Wm. Bower 
there will be another vacant seat on the Council to 
fill. If the tried men are re-elected there will be 
room for one of the new candidates, viz. : 


Messrs. Barker Clark 
Gooch Stroud 
H. Sumner. 


So far we have seen no election addresses and we 
are quite in the dark as to the political opinions of 
these candidates. As there are no very urgent con- 
troversial questions troubling the profession just 
now, probably a man with good administrative 
abilities will be more useful than one with brilliant 
but untried legislative talent 


Two of the largest Veterinary Societies have this 

year declined to take collective part in the election, 
preferring to leave to the members an independent 
course unlimited by the little district of their influ- 
ence. Some of the smaller Societies, however, still 
combine to elect their choice, and in so doing they 
are within their rights. The influence of 20 men 
attending a meeting of a local society is often a big 
power, and even if the meeting only embrace a 
dozen the motion ‘to support our old friend and 
neighbour” carries votes. It is a narrow way of 
—e the subject, but it is better than lifeless 
apat y. 
_ The complaint of the practitioners residing abroad 
how remedied by the Council as far as the govern- 
ing body is able. But no regulations as to sending 
out voting papers will enable the foreign resident to 
‘elect his candidates unless the nominations are 
made in time. For the uttermost parts of the earth 
three months should be allowed, and so nomina- 
tons should be made in February. 


NOTES ON SOME FRACTURES.* 
By W. Huntine, F.R.C.V.S. 


_ Because fractures are so common and yet so often un- 

like I have chosen them for a few notes to-day. What 
has sometimes puzzled or surprised me must have had 
the same effect upon others, so I hope these notes may 
be sufficiently suggestive to revive in your memories 
experience worth narrating—-thus we shall ensure in- 
terest in the subject. 

There is an idea in the lay mind that fractured bones 
in the domestic animals do not heal so readily as similar 
lesions in man. There is only one bit of truth in this, 
viz., that fractured bones in the larger animals are apt to 
be very much displaced and then, on account of the 
strong muscles attached to them, incapable of such exact 
replacement as to afford favourable conditions for union. 

hen not too much displaced and when capable of being 
set and kept in position fractured bones in animals heal 
rapidly. The most skilful surgeon cannot prevent de- 
formity and lameness following many fractures, and 
these two conditions may render a horse permanently 
useless for work, although his life was never en- 
dangered. The veterinarian forms his opinion on the 
proper way of treating a fracture not only upon the 
probability of the bones uniting but upon the value 
of the horse and the length of time which must elapse 
before the patient is able to resume work. Very few 
horses are worth a year of idleness. Animals kept for 
breeding purposes may be worth treating for a fracture 
which we know will be accompanied by permanent de- 
formity and some lameness. There are some fractures 
of the pelvis which would render the animal unfit for 
breeding purposes. 

Before we can form a useful prognosis of any case we 
must obtain a fairly exact knowledge of the lesion, and 
this brings us to the difficulties of diagnosis. 

Diagnosis of fracture is simple enough when we 
recognise marked deformity, excessive abnormal motion 
and distinct crepitus. I say distinct, because in some 
cases, especially in the regions of the shoulder, hip and 
fetlock, sounds may be heard which closely resemble 
those due to the grating of broken bones, but are not 
due to such a cause, 

There are many cases of fracture which are not accom- 
panied by any of the classical symptoms, and then diag- 
nosis is difficult. Assistance is afforded the practitioner 
sometimes by special forms of lameness. No help is 
given in cases where:only lameness exists, and lameness 
of a kind that indicates neither the form of lesion nor 
the exact position of the injury. 

The cause of fracture is almost always external 
violence, but there are fractures which result from 
muscular action of the victim. The fracture of the 
femur which occurs in castration when the animal is 
fixed with ropes is due to violent muscular effort. So 
also are cases of fractured spine which occur during the 
casting or retention of horses for operations. 

Fracture due to muscular action is, however, very un- 
common, and I should doubt its occurrence except when 


“* Read at the meeting of the Yorkshire Veterinary 
Society ; see p. 711. 
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the injured bone is artificially fixed so that abnormal 
force 1s exerted upon it. 

The os calcis and olecranon are said to be bones that 
may be fractured by the animal’s own muscular action. 
I have seen fracture of both as the result of external 
violence, but of neither due to muscular action, <A 
larger experience might convince me ot the danger of 
of fracture to these bones without external violence. 

With these general remarks I propose to go at once to 
the individual bones and note some of the fractures 
which have met me in practice. 

Skull.--Accidental fracture of the skull is, in my ex- 
perience, rare. When horses run away and come into 
contact with a tree ora wall it is more often the cervical 
vertebra than the skull that is injured. Rearing and 
falling backwards on a hard surface cause most of the 
cases of fractured skull. It is usually not the poll that 
is injured but the basilar process of the occipital bone 


_ —fracture by contre-coup. 


The Jaws.—I have seen few cases of fractured jaw, 
but I remember two which I mention on account of their 
curious cause. Both horses were in stalls fitted with 
iron mangers. The front part of the top of the manger 
was not quite four inches wide and the horse had opened 
his mouth wide enough to embrace this. The borders 
of this iron plate being narrow slipped behind his incisor 
teeth, and then the animal getting frightened closed his 
mouth and began to hang back. In both cases there was 
great difficulty in getting the horse detached, and some 
incisor teeth were broken or displaced as well as the 
— walls. Mangers of this form are an unnecessary 

anger. 

Vertebrae.—aAll the divisions of the spine are liable to 
fracture, the lumbar most frequently, then the last two 
dorsal, and less frequently the cervical. Fracture of the 
cervical vertebree most commonly result from falling 
with the head under the animal, as in landing from a 
jump in the hunting field, and from getting cast in the 
table with a hind leg over the halter shank, or the hind 
foot fixed in the head-collar. 

The atlas I have never seen fractured during life, but 
a not uncommon post-mortem injury to the bone is found 
in London knackers’ yards. It is the wing of the bone 
that suffers, and the cause is the chain fastened round 
the neck of the dead horse to draw the carcase into the 
cart. It occurs only when the convex edge of a link gets 
fixed over the border of the wing of the bone. Of 
course such a fracture could not kill a horse, but its dis- 
covery on a post-mortem examination might mislead a 
man ignorant of the condition and its method of pro- 
duction. 

The axis I have known fractured more than once. In 
one case only the odontoid process was detached. In 
the other the fracture was more extensive, as you will 
see in the specimen I produce. The accident occurred 
in the hunting field. Jumping a fence the horse landed 
with his fore feet in a soft place and sunk some distance 
in the ground, with the result that he fell on his head and 
turned a complete summersault. Horse and rider rose 
at once, and the latter got into the saddle, but fancied 
the horse reeled a little so sent him home with the second 
horseman. The distance to the stable was over 16 miles 
and the horse walked all the way with only a reeling 
gait. On reaching its loose box it fell, and was soon 
paralysed in all parts behind the seat of fracture. For 
24 hours it ate occasional pieces of hay and drank a 
little water when the head was partially raised and sup- 
ported by the men. It died on the third day after the 
injury. The slow arrival of paralysis is a curious circum- 
stance in this case, but it may be witnessed in other 
cases of complete fracture of the body of a c2rvical bone. 
In no other part of the spine 1 think, does paralysis 
delay its appearance so long unless when the bone is only 
partially fractured or not displaced. I presume the 
explanation is that only in the cervical region is the 


spinal canal so much larger than the spinal cord—a 
vision of course for the free movement of the neck. t 
the time of the fracture the cord was not pressed upon 
by the fractured bone, but as the inevitable effusion took 
and increased, so pressure- paralysis followed. 

Of fracture of the fourth vertebra I have only seey 
one case. The horse was found cast in his stall with its 
head twisted under its fore end. How long it lived cap 
only be guessed—-probably about four hours. The case 
was diagnosed as a broken neck, and post-mortem dis. 
closed the injury as located in the 4th cervical. Owin 
to the origin and course of the phrenic nerve we are told 
that fracture of the 4th cervical usually causes imme- 
diate death. My case was og d exceptioral. 

Fracture of lumbar, or of the last one or two dorsal, 
present about the same symptoms. As a rule the body 
of the bone is smashed and paralysis is immediate, 
Occasionally the fracture is partial—extending only part 
of the way through the bone. In a case of this sort 
which occurred during the casting of a horse IJ never 
suspected injury. The hocks were fired for curbs, the 
horse rose and walked to his stable. Twenty minutes 
afterwards when moved over in the stall he rolled and 
knuckled over on one fetlock. Slings were put loosely 
under him, but in another half-hour he bung so limply 
in the slings that he was let down and slanghtered. 

1 have never seen fracture of the sacrum, and only 
two cases of fracture of the coccygeal bones. These 
lesions are said to cause paralysis of the tail, and also of 
rectum and bladder. Unfortunately post-mortem exam- 
ination cannot always be made so as to verify diagnosis. 
My two cases of fracture of the root of the tail both 
recovered, though one seemed never to quite regain 

ower in the tail, and the muscles always remained soft. 
No derangement of rectum or bladder accompanied. 

Of those cases of paralysed tail, rectuin and bladder, 
I have seen three, but in only one a post-mortem. All 
of them failed to show the slightest recovery, though 
treated for weeks or months. The one upon which 
had an ey of examining the sacrum showed no 
fracture, but there were small bony exostoses around 
the ee through which the spinal nerves leave the 
canal. 

Fractured ribs are probably more common than most 
of us think. Atany rate it is not rare to find united 
costal fractures in the knackers’ yards. Unless a horse 
is very thin, one fracture of rib is difficult to diagnose. 
There is a certain rib so placed that no manipulation 
could possibly detect fracture of the first rib. I know no 
symptoms which point to fracture of this rib excepting 
when the fracture is in the upper third—then we get 
injury to the brachial plexus and paralysis of the radial 
nerve, causing loss of power in the triceps muscles wit 
“ dropping” of the elbow. Crepitus has been deseri! 
as detectable in these cases. I have sought for it with- 
out avail. I do not deny that “dropped” elbow may 
happen from other lesions than fracture of the first ribs, 
but | feel very confident that nine cases out of ten pre- 
senting this symptom are due to fracture of the upper 
part of this bone. Like other fractures, those of the rib 
vary in extent—some are so slight as to leave after three 
or four years hardly a trace of the injury, other cases 
show a very marked permanent deformity of the bone. 

In the specimen before us the badly deformed bone 
caused lameness for three or four months; then the 
mare worked for over a year and went lame from 
ringbone behind, was turned out to grass, and after 
being there a few weeks was found lame on the orig 
nally injured limb. I think some additional injury 
must have taken place as an abscess formed, and or 
slaughter it was found to be connected with the 0 
fracture. ked 

The other bone was taken from a horse that wor ' 
sound for four years after showing all the signs ° 
“dropped elbow.” The deformity is well marked. 
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Fractures of the Pelvis enter into the experience of 
every practitioner, and they are not always as easily 
diagnosed as our text books would suggest. There are 
two fractures of the region which seldom cause lengthy 
lameness, and although producing some permanent 
deformity never, or hardly ever, interfere with the use- 
fulness of the horse. Fracture of the external angle of 
the ilium and fracture of the tuberosity of the ischium 
are the two I refer to and they are simple because they 
affect only processes of the bones. These fractures do not 
interfere with the ring or arch of the pelvis, and so 
offer no permanent impediment to the weight-sustain- 
ing function of the pelvis or to movement of the 
muscles of locomotion. 

Other fractures of the pelvis are generally serions, 
and the majority end in the horse being destroyed as 
useless for further work. It is difficult, if not impossi- 
ble, to form a correct prognosis of these cases, and my 
own experience is that after keeping horses in slings 
for months I have had to call in the knacker to save 
further loss. 1 think I am right in saying that pelvic 
fracture (save and except the two first mentioned) would 
be attended by strict economy if all were slaughtered 
as soon as seen. 

Fracture of the shaft of the ilium may not be accom- 

nied by much displacement for the first 24 hours, and 
that time is not easily diagnosed. T witching of 
the muscles over the injured spot is very significant. 
Examination per rectum does not always reveal this 
fracture. Crepitus when present can sometimes be 
heard, and generally is best detected by laying the hand 
over the part and waiting for the horse to move his 
limb. The jerk of the leg made by the horse discloses 
crepitus far better than the rough motion of the limb 
made by an assistant. 

Injury to blood vessels by the sharp edges of the 
broken ilium is a possible accident which should be 
guarded against as far as possible by keeping slings 
under the horse. Asa rule, in fatal hemorrhage it will 
be found that the iliac vein, not the artery, has been 
severed. 

In very many cases of fracture of the pelvis a post- 
mortem examination discloses more than one lesion; 
two and sometimes three fractures are found. In con- 
junction with fracture of the shaft of the ilium we often 
find fracture of the pubis. Doubtless both fractures 
often occur at the same moment from the same injury, 
but there are cases in which the one is older by some 
days than the other. In case of fracture of the pubis 
into the obturator foramen the structure of the pelvis 
is much weakened and a greater share of strain is thrown 
upon the shaft of the ilium, so that the pubic fracture 
predisposes to the further injury to the ilium. This 
specimen of a pony’s pelvis shows two fractures—pubis 
andilium. One is older than the other, as shown by the 
fractured surfaces—the edges of the pubis showing 
smooth bright patches caused by rubbing. The history 
of this pony corroborates the indications of the bones. 
He was played in a polo match one Saturday and came 
home lame. The lameness was slight and was credited 

y the groow to the fetlock. On the following Saturday 
as he seemed to be sound enough he was played again. 
but at the first sharp turn became very lame on the saine 
hind leg. He was seen by a V.S. who diagnosed fracture 
and advised slaughter. I think the evidence is suffi- 
cent to warrant us in crediting the first lameness to 
fracture of the pnbis and the second to fracture of the 
ilinm, redisposed to injury by the previous fracture. 
The slight amount of lameness caused by the pubic 
fracture also suggests that cases of hind-leg lameness 
may be credited to many things not the real canse— un- 

ess rectal examination be made more often than it Is. 

ic fractures may be very simple, as when they ex- 
tend only across the bridge of bone into the obturator 
foramen and are not far from the median line of the 


pelvic floor. When they extend outwards to the border 
of the ilium they may interfere with nerves or vessels 
ae through the obturator foramen, Until Mr. 

illiam Willis drew attention to the condition no one 
seems to have noticed a distinct form of lameness due 
to this fracture. This “obturator lameness” is due to 
pressure on the obturator nerve by the callus formed 
to unite the fracture. Pressure causes paralysis, and 
the muscles supplies by the nerve being those on the in- 
side of the thigh, there is want of power to hold the 
limb in, and consequently we see an almost diagnostic 
abduction of the leg at each step—especially at a trot. 
Such a symptom, corroborated by rectal discovery of a 
callus behind the obturator foramen, is sufticient to 
demonstrate the nature and cause of the lameness. 
hese cases recover and resume work in three or four 
months, 

Fracture of the ischium is not easily diagnosed, and I 

rely greatly upon one symptom—swelling due to effu- 
sion in the perineal region 24 hours after the accident. 
Fracture of the floor of the pelvis is also accompanied by 
this symptom, but here we have assistance from rectal 
examination. 
_ Fractures of the Tibia and Radius are peculiar only 
in being, more often than in other bones, the subject of 
deferred displacement. Usually as the result of kicks 
from other horses on the inside of the bones where 
covered only by skin, we have lameness— lameness often 
not connected with the injured bone. Examination 
usually shows a mark, and sometimes the skin is broken. 
The horse may stand on the leg, finish a journey and 
even in a few days be sound enough to resume work— 
the end being displacement of the bones and very often 
a large compound fracture to finish the case. An ex- 
planation given of this condition is that the strong 
fascia covering these bones holds the separated portions 
together until an extra wrench, such as occurs in draw- 
ing a load, or in lying down or getting up, causes the 
fascia to give way and allows displacement. 

I cannot accept this explanation. Post mortem exami- 
nation always shows a most extensive lesion, often ex- 
tending from the injured part upwards and downwards 
to the two extremities of the bone. Such extensive frac- 
tures if resulting immediately from violence could never 
exist with so slight lameness as is shown, and could not 
permit of five or six mile journeys being made. | hold 
they do not exist until long after the original injury. 
What takes place first is only a cracking or “starring ” 
of the bone, similar to the effect upon a glass window 
when struck by a stone. When repair sets in effusion 
takes place in the cracks, and gradually extends them in 
various directions until separation is so great that a 
twist of the limb displaces the pieces and compound 
fracture is produced. 

All those fractures of radius and tibia which are snp- 
posed to arise suddenly and without special violence 
are, I think, merely cases of deferred displacement 
when the bone has been previously cracked or “ starred” 
by an overlooked kick. In an old book on coaching I 
remember readitig of two cases of horses breaking their 
legs on a smooth road when trotting along, without a 
sign of any direct cause. The author credited them to 
“muscular action.” 

There is only one more group of fractures I wish to 
refer to—those of the Phalanges. The  suffraginis, 
coronet, and pedal bones are often the site of fractures 
which in many cases present great difficulty in diagnosis. 
When a pastern bone is comminuted into a score of frag- 
ments there is no difficulty in detecting fracture; when 
it is broken into three pieces diagnosis 1s sometimes 
difficult, at least during the first 48 hours—after that 
crepitus is generally obtainable. A split pastern—a 
vertical fracture—may «xtend only half way down the 
bone, and then diagnosis is difficult. Even when right 
through the bone we ofien fail to get crepitus. When 
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swelling and deformity appear we are assisted, but in 
the partial fracture only suspicion exists until exostosis 
marking repairis evident. There are fractures of the 
pe extremity of the pastern so slight that we may 
call them “ chip” fractures. A small piece of bone de- 
tached from the outer edge of the articular surface. 

I remember a case in which I suspected tracture of 
some bone within the foot and performed a metacarpal 
neurectomy. It had no effect, and taught me that fet- 
lock trouble could not be disguised by that operation. 
Median neurectomy is necessary to allay pain seated 
above the lower extremity of the pastern bone. This 1s 
useful to remember when we endeavour to aid our diag- 
nosis of lameness by using injections of cocaine. An 
injection of cocaine over the metacarpal nerves is very 
valuable to differentiate painful lameness within the 
hoof, but for conditions just around the fetlock it is mis- 
leading if we expect to remove the lameness. 

Fracture of the Coronary bone is seldom capable of 
definite diagnosis. In few cases is crepitus recognisable, 
but cocaine helps. 

Fracture of the pedal bone is another puzzle. We may 
suspect it, on account of the great lameness and>the 
absence of other symptoms. Cocaine is here again of 
assistance. 

An examination of pedal bones at the knackers’ shows 
that many small fractures occur and unite; they are 
mostly of the posterior wings of the bone. [remember 
a case of complete vertical fracture of a pedal bone in a 
foot which suffered from canker and had the whole of 
the sole removed. The foot was being dressed and was 
snatched from the farrier, coming to the ground with 
great force. Excessive pain was immediate ard the 
horse kept the foot raised from the ground. He was 
slaughtered, and the lesion disclosed on post-mortem 
examination. 

There can be little doubt that bones are softened by 
inflammation in their structure and by long corftinued 
inflammation around them, and they fracture more 
easily. Unnerved horses frequently fracture bones from 
which pain is removed by neurectomy. 

The pastern bone suffers from a form of ostitis which 
is accompanied by «hanges in the articular surface and 
which leads to exostosis on the inner surface of the head 
of the bone—known in London as cab-horse disease. 
Median neurectomy often leads to soundness in action in 
these cases, but it is occasionally followed by fracture of 
the bone within a few days of the horse resuming work. 
There is a special fracture of the pedal bone which has 
attracted attention lately through the observations of 
Messrs. Willis and Routledge—two London practitioners. 
I have here a specimen of it, and [ may say that the 
symptoms during life are not very marked. So occult is 
it that many horses have been treated for almost every 
hind-leg lameness except the right one when suffering 
from this lesion. In its earliest stage diagnosis is almost 
impossible. Later the hoof shows changes in form—be- 
coming pointed in front to such a degree as to suggest 
the seat of lameness. Probably this fracture only occurs 
after some ostitis of the part has existed fora time. In 
cases where neurectomy has been performed lameness 
ceases, but soon an enlargement on the front of the 
a appears, and then the seat of the lesion is beyond 

oubt. 

Just one word more. In fract res of the phalangeal 
bones I think I have often noticed a want of tendency 
to heal. Fractures that I am certain have existed for 
months are found without a particle of exostosis or any 
sign of repair. Why this should be I cannot say, but I 
am convinced of the correctness of the observation. 

And now, gentlemen, [ leave the subject to you, hop- 
ing you will help to elucidate some points I have left un- 
settled, and that our joint efforts will enlarge the clinical 
knowledge we possess of fractures. 


A CASE OF ACUTE GLANDERS. 
(Under the care of Mr. WALTER G. SPENCER.) 


For the notes of the case we are indebted to Mr. 
M. J. Cromie, House Surgeon. 

A horse-keeper, aged 25 years, was admitted to the 
Westminster Hospital from an infected stable on Nov, 
12, 1904, at 8.30 p.m. A consultation besween Dr. R.G. 
Hebb and Mr. Spencer at 11 p.m. led to a surmise that 
the patient was suffering from acute glanders. Qn the 
following day Dr. Hebb found the bacillus mallei in 
cultivation. The patient died 33 hours after admission, 
Animal inoculations made at the Lister Institute proved 
the case to be one of acute glanders, the organisms being 
exceptionally virulent. A full consideration of the case 
exposes possibilities of infection and of such cases being 
overlooked. 

The actual date of inoculation could not be verified, 
On Oct. 31st the patient fell while cleaning his stable 
and hurt his side to which a medical man applied a 
belladonna plaster. On Nov. 3rd he had pain and 
swelling of the left side of the face and went toa 
dentist, who advised him to bathe his face in hot water 
and told him that an abscess was forming, but no inci- 
sion was made. He next saw two other medical men 
who told him that he had cellulitis and erysipelas. On 
Nov. 9th small hard lumps began to appear in the limbs 
in the neighbourhood of the joints, with pain in the 
joints, especially the knees. On this day, the 9th, the 
patient went to a hospital and on his out-patient paper 
was entered cellulitis of the face. An incision was ad- 
vised, but as he could not be admitted and felt very ill 
he declined it. On the 10th the nodular swellings be- 
came red and inflamed and pustules appeared on the 
swollen face, the lips, and the buccal aspect of the lips 
and the cheek. The lips became black, nasal discharges 
commenced, and dyspnoea supervened. He was there- 
fore taken to another hospital where he was given a 
paper saying that he was suffering from cellulitis and 
cephalitis (sic). Finally he was taken in an ambulance 
to the Westminster Hospital. 

With regard to the stables in which the patient worked, 
his relatives stated that about a year previously a large 
number (they said 80) of horses in the stables had _be- 
come glandered and had been condemned after the use 
of the mallein test. Further, that at the moment there 
were in the stables certain horses to look after which men 
were specially employed, but that the patient was not 
one of these. After the relatives had carried back the 
diagnosis, a further application of the mallein test showed 
a number of horses (it was stated 32) to be glandered. 

On admission to hospital the patient was restless, 
slightly delirious, but could still speak clearly and partly 
answer questions. The temperature was 103'4' F., the 
pulse was 126, and the respirations were 38. The face 
and neck were swollen on account of an aggregation 0 

ustules which had become confluent into a honeycomb- 
ike mass. The pustules occupied the left cheek, the 
angle of the mouth, and the adjacent buccal mucous 
membrane and gums. Blackish crusts covered the sur- 
face which was not producing much discharge. There 
was no phagedzenic or other marked odour. Pus esca 
from the left nostril which was partly blocked by crusts. 
The rest of the face and the neck were swollen, of 4 
dark-purplish colour, brawny near the pustules, with a 
fairly well-defined advancing edge. Both the eyelids 
were swollen as well as the temporal half of the conjunc 
tiva of the left eye. Scattered over the neck, the trunk, 
and the limbs were seen (1) small erythematous areas 
with a papule in the centre ; (2) small pustules with 
areola containing thin pus ; and (3) small ulcers. 
size of the pustules varied from that of a pin’s head 
that of a pea. Especially along the lines of the lym 
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phatics of the limbs were seen subcutaneous elevations 
which proved on touch to be hard nodules of the size of 
a hazel-nut, more or less, some of which were breaking 
down, and forming subcutaneous abscesses. None of 
them, however, came to the surface during life. The 
joints were painful but not felt to be distended with 
fluid. No glandular enlargements in the neck, the 
axillw, or the groin were noted. The patient gradually 
became restless, sank, and died 33 hours after admision. 
Shortly before death he was breathing 68 to the minute 
he had a pulse of 148, and a temperature of 99°6’. 

Necropsy.—A post-mortem examination made by Dr. 
Hebb showed besides the superficial appearances above 
noted that the left cheek was swollen by inflammatory 
edema and exudation, with abscesses in the skin and 
muscles. The muscles all over the body were the seat of 
numerous abscesses containing a thick sanious pus. The 
joints were normal. The mucosa of the nose and ad- 

nt sinuses was much swollen and that covering the 
inferior turbinated bone resembled an aggregation of 
papillomata. But it is especially to be noted that there 
was no ulceration of the nasal mucous membrane. The 
lungs were engorged and the seat of numerous ab- 
scesses. Engorgement without abscesses was present in 
the spleen, suprarenals, and kidneys. 

Bacterial observations by Dr. Hress.—Filins from the 
superficial pustules showed the bacillus mallei mixed 
with staphylococci, and cultures from the superficial 
abscesses were mixed, but pure cultures of bacillus 
mallei were obtained post-mortem from the intra- 
muscular abscesses. These cultures were sent to the 
Lister Institute. 

Report from the Lister Institute by the Director._The 
morphological and cultural characters of the organism 
correspond to the diagnosis of glanders. Invculation of 
guinea-pigs resulted as follows : emulsion of agar culture 
15 cubic centimetres intraperitoneally killed three 
guinea-pigs in 36 hours; 2 cubic centimetres of a similar 
emulsion given subcutaneously resulted in the animal’s 
death in 40 hours. From these guinea-pigs the organism 
was re-obtained and gave the characteristic cultural re- 
action. The post-mortem appearances of the animals 
were not “characteristic ” owing to the very rapid death 
of the animals, but the main localisation of the organisms 
and inflammatory changes in the scrotum were well 
shown. Theresult shows that the organisin is one of 
somewhat exceptionally high virulence. 

Remarks by Mr. SpENcER.—This case brings to light 
that ina large stable an epidemic of glanders recurs 
from incomplete disinfection and from keeping horses 
doubtful enough for special men to be told off to attend 
them, and yet which were worked without being periodi 
cally submitted to the mallein test. Immediately on 
admission to the hospital Mr. Cromie telephoned me 
such good reasons for his opinion that I went at once to 
see the man and after doing so fetched Dr. Hebb. 
Neither of us had seen a case of acute glanders, but the 
superficial pustules and the chains of nodules forming 
abecesses along the line of the lymphatics enabled us to 
confirm Mr. Cromie’s surmises as to the nature of the 
case On the next morning Dr. Hebb found the bacillus 
mallei in film preparations. Some months ago he dis- 
covered the bacillus in a case of chronic bone abscess 
under the care of Mr. C.Stonham, the diagnosis being 
Proved as in the present case by animal inoculation. The 
pettent had escaped a correct diagnosis earlier; except 
or his occupation there was nothing to connect him with 
the infection. There must have appeared on the cheek 
at any early stage discrete pustules, in which presum- 

ly might have been found the bacillus mallei. When 

saw the patient the confluent pustules had begun to 
honeycomb the cheek. It was certainly not a case of 
edna there were no sloughs or odour. The sur- 


just before in nhe same room a boy with what we were 
taught to call Paget’s carbuncle, sent up from Wester- 
ham by Mr. H. H. P. Cotton, with the history that 
it had started with a wasp sting. The condition of 
the cheek was not very different and there were pains 
in the joints. It proved to be a pure streptococcal 
infection; the boy ralhed at once after streptococcal 
antitoxin injections. I do not think the appearances 
of the glanders could have been mistaken for small-pox. 

Possibly such a case after death might have been regis- 

tered as one of pyemia and septic pneumonia. The 

virulence of the organisms is emphasised by the report 

of the animal inoculations. It is noteworthy that not 

only were the sores infections but the lungs contained 

numerons abscesses and the patient’s breath must 

have been infectious. I requested the two nurses 

on duty to wear rubber gloves and masks, otherwise 

they would have been exposed to considerable risk. The 

absence of ulceration in the nose of the patient, also of 

testicular changes in the inoculated animals, is accounted 

for by the virulence and rapid course of the disease. 

The Lancet. 


ANTHRAX AN ACCIDENT— APPEAL. 
In the House of Lords, before the Lord Chancellor, Lord 
Macnaghten, Lord Robertson, and Lord Lindley. 


Brintons (Limrrep) v. Turvey. 


This was an appeal from a decision of the Court of 
Appeal (the Master of the Rolls and Lords Justices 
Mathew and Cozens-Hardy), dated December 17, 1903, 
and reported 20 The T'imes Law Reports, 129; L.R. 
(1903), 1 K.B., 328; and 73 Z./., K.B. 158. The ease 
arose under the Workmen’s Compensation Act, 1897. 
The applicant’s husband, Joseph Turvey, was employed 
in the appellant’s factory asa wool sorter on March 2nd, 
1903, and on that day became infected with anthrax 
from the wool, which it was his business to sort. In 
doing so he contracted anthrax, and an operation be- 
came necessary, from which he died on the following 
March 7. The question was whether he had died from 
an accident within the meaning of the Act. The County 
Court Judge made an award in favour of the widow and 
three children of £201, and this decision was aftirmed 
by the Court of Appeal. The arguments were heard on 
December 13 and 15, 1904, when judgment was reserved. 
Their Lordships (Lord Robertson dissenting) yesterday 
affirmed the judgment of the Court of —— 

The Lorp Cuancector.— My Lords,— I am not able 
to deny the cogency of the reasoning of my noble friend 
Lord Robertson when he contests that this House is 
coneluded by its decision in “ Fenton v. Thorley (Limi- 
ted)” (Appeal Cases, 1903, p. 443). 1 do not think the 
point which now stands for decision was either argued 
or upon the facts open for decision. Nevertheless, | 
am of opinion that te judgment now under appeal is 
right. My Lords, one proposition, which to my mind 
goes far to solve the question under debate appears to 
have been accepted by all the judicial minds which have 
heen directed to the subject, and that is, that the lan- 
enage of the statute we are called upon to constrne must 
be interpreted in its ordinary and popular meaning. 
The use of language preceded scientific Investigation. 
Probably it is true to say that in the strictest sense, and 
dealing with the region of physical nature, there is no 
such thing asan accident. The smallest particle of dust 
swept by a storm is where it is by the operation of 
physical causes, which if you knew beforehand you could 
predict with absolute certainty that it would alight 
where itdid ; but when the Act now under construction 
enacted that if in any employment to which the Act 
j “by accident” arising out of 


rounding swelling, although bluish, was not dark enough 
or anthrax and there was no central eschar. I had had 


applied personal injury 
and in the course of his employment is caused to a work- 
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man his employers shall pay compensation, I think it 
meant that apart from negligence of any sort—either 
employers or employed—the industry itself should be 
taxed with an obligation to indemnify the sufferer for 
what was “an accident” causing damage. Ido not stop 
to discuss the provisions which disentitle a sufferer, be- 
cause they are not relevant to the question now under 
debate. i so far agree with my noble friend that I 
think, in popular phraseology from which we are to seek 
our guidance, it excludes, and was intended to exclude, 
—- disease, but when some affection of our physi- 
cal frame is in any way injured by an accident, we must 
be on our guard that we are not misled by medical 
phrases to alter the proper application of the phrase, 
“accident cansing injury,” because the injury inflicted 
by accident sets up a condition of things which medical 
men describe as disease. Suppose in this case a tack or 
some poisoned substance had cut the skin and set up 
tetanus. Tetanus is a disease, but would anybody con- 
tend that it was an accident causing damage! An 
injury to the head has been known to set up septic 
pneumonia, and many years ago I remember when that 
incident had, in fact, occurred it was sought to excnse 
the person who inflicted the blow on the head from the 
consequences of his crime because his victim had died 
of pneumonia, and not, asit was contended, ot the blow 
on the head. It does not appear to me that by calling 
the consequences of an accidental injury a disease one 
alters the nature or the consequential results of the 
ayers that has been inflicted. Many illustrations of 
what I am insisting on might be given. A workman in 
in the course of his employment spills some corrosive 
acid on his hands ; the injury caused thereby sets up 
erysipelas—a definite disease ; some trifling injury by a 
needle sets up tetanus. Are these not within the Act, 
because the immediate injury is not perceptible until it 
shows itself in some morbid change in the structure of 
the human body, and which when shown we call a 
disease? I cannotthink so. Lam, therefore, of opinion 
that the County Court Judge was quite right. 

Lord MacNaGureNn.—On the facts found by the 
learned County Court Judge lam of opinion that the 
decision of the Court of Appeal was right. It is plain, I 
think, that the mischief w eh befell the workman in the 
present case was due to accident, or rather, I should say, 
to a chapter of accidents. It was an accident that the 
noxious thing that settled on the man’s face happened to 
be present in the materials which he was engaged in 
sorting. It was an accident that this noxious thing 
escaped the down draught or suck of the fan which the 
Board of Trade, as we were told, requires to be in use 
while work is going on in such a factory as that where 
the man was employed. It was an accident that the 
thing struck the man on a delicate and tender spot in 
the corner of his eye. It must have been through some 
accident that the poison found entrance into the man’s 
system, for the Judge finds that there was no abrasion 
about the eye, while the medical evidence seems to be 
that without some abrasion infection is hardly possible. 
The result was anthrax, and the end came very speedily. 
Speaking for myself, I cannot doubt that the man’s 
death was attributable to personal injury by accident 
arising out of, and in the course of, his employment. 
The accidental character of the injury is not, I think, 
removed or displaced by the fact that, like many other 
accidental injuries, it set up a well-known disease, which 
was immediately the cause of death, and would no doubt 
be certified as such in the usual death certificate. I have 
nothing more to add, because the meaning of the ex- 
pression personal injury by accident, as used in the Act 
of 1897, was very fully considered in the case of “ Fen- 
ton v. Thorley” in this House. Iam content to abide 
by what Iam reported to have said in that case. It 
had the express concurrence of my noble and learned 
friends Leal Shand and Lord Davey, and the approval, 


I think, of my noble and learned friend Lord Lindley, 
I agree that the appeal must be dismissed with costs. 
Lord Rospertson: This man died of anthrax, havi 

become infected in his eye from the wool at which he 
was working. It is clear that the man’s being attacked 
by anthrax arose “out of and in the course of his em- 
cheueek” and the question is, Was his catching anthrax 
an “accident” in the sense of the Act of 18977 The 
language in which the County Court Judge describes 
the “accident” puts the case in the most favourable 
way possible for the theory of the respondent; for he 
speaks of “the accidental alighting of a bacillus from the 
infected wool on” the man’seye. But, while scientificall 
accurate, this vivid presentment as of a concrete, al. 
though occult, incident must not blind us to the fact 
that any other case of disease falling within the wide 
scope of bacteriology might with equal accuracy be traced 
to the occurrence of a similar “accident.” Anthrax isa 
disease; and unless the contracting of infectious disease 
(so it arises out of and in the course of the employment) 
is “accident” in the sense of the Act, I do not see how 
this judgment can stand. If it does stand, then, in every 
case in which a man dies of any infectious disease (his 
taking which arose out of and in course of his employ- 
ment, all he has got to do is to get the doctor to prove 
(what could not be disputed) that a bacillus did it, and 
the accident is there. (It may be rash to say that a 
similar process of illustration and reasoning might not 
extend the application to non-infectious disease besides; 
but [ wish to confine the argument to what is clear.) And 
I must add that the “ illustrations ” (given by one of my 
noble friends) of tetanus, pneumonia, or erysipelas en- 
suing on accidents differ from the present case in the 
one point essential to the controversy, for in the illus- 
trations there is postulated an accident distinct from the 
disease, while in the case before your Lordships the 
“accident” so-called is simply the inception of the 
disease. Now it is necessary steadily to have in mind 
that the question is whether, in the sense of the Act of 
1897, this man’s catching anthrax was accident. It is 
nothing (or little) to the purpose to say that it was an 
accidental occurrence. Colloquially, and accurately, we 
say that So-and-So accidentally caught cold or any other 
disease; and yet no one would think of saying that he 
had met with an accident. It is not everything that 
happens accidentally that is an accident. Accordingly, 
when the learned County Court Judge, in what is a very 
well-expressed judgment, bases it on the fact that there 
was here “a fortuitous intrusion of a foreign substance 
into the eye” the word “fortuitous” does not convince 
me, and the rest is merely, once more, the graphic des- 
cription of the ocenlt initiation of disease. Did the 
Legislature then mean, ¢nter alia, the catching of infee- 
tious disease when it spoke of “ personal injury by acci- 
dent”? I cannot bring myself to think so. The class of 
mishalps now proposed to be included is so wide, and so 
heterogeneous to those dangers to life and limb which 
admittedly are included, that I do not believe that lan 
guage so remote was intended to have this result. But 
then the question is a good deal clarified and_ brought 
up to the matter in hand by theargument of Mr. Ruegg 
and Mr. Parsons. This establishment, where the man 
took ill, comes under the Workmen’s Compensation Act 
as being a “ factory” in the sense of the Factory Acts. 
Now, in the existing Factory Act of 1901, which is sub- 
sequent to that directly in question, and may, therefore, 
be referred to for a gloss or implication of the meaning 
of the Act of 1897, there are careful provisions about 
various diseases, and, among them, anthrax; an the 
medical officer is required to send, in the case of an out- 
break of any of those diseases, certain notices which are 
to be the same as in case of “accidents.” It is difficult 
to read this section 73 otherwise than as speaking on the 
assumption that an attack of anthrax is not an accident 
in the sense of such legislation. The respondents main 
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reliance was placed on the recent case of “ Fenton v. 
Thorley,” Now, first of all, what are the facts of the 
case? They are of the very simplest possible; the man 
ruptured himself, or, in other words, broke a part of his 

t . No one grasping 
this fact could possibly say that this was a disease; and, 


therefore, the question now before your Lordships was 


not raised. It is true that Lord Macnaghten used the 
expressions on which the Court of Appeal have founded. 
Itseemed to me that those expressions were obiter dicta 
only. My noble friend’s judgment, besides being very 
able, is very long; and, in discoursing of the section, he 
was so enterprising as to hazard a definition. He was 
not thinking of disease, or at least that was not the 
matter in hand and is not referred to in his or in any 
other judgment; but I shall assume that it turns out 
that the words used are so wide as to cover disease. Now, 
I must respectfully protest against this House being 
held bound by dicta, and above all by the most danger- 
ous of all décta—viz., definitions, except in so far as they 
relate to or are involved in the matter then in hand. [ 
hold myself free on the present occasion to consider on 
its merits the question now raised, and I should think it 
much to be regretted if this House were precluded from 
doing so by observations made when the question of 
disease had not been considered. On the merits, and for 
the reasons I have stated, I think that these judgments 
ought to be reversed. 
rd LinpLey: I hope that the decision in this case 
will not be regarded as involving the doctrine that all 
diseases caught by a workinan in the course of his em- 
ployment are to be regarded as accidents within the 
meaning of the Workmen’s Compensation Act. That is 
very far from being my view of the Act, and I concur 
with the observations made by Lord Justice Cozens- 
Hardy on this point at the end of his judgment. In this 
case your Lordships have to deal with death resulting 
from disease caused by an injury which I am myself 
unable to describe more accurately than by calling it 
purely accidental. ‘The fact that an accident causes in- 
jury in the shape of disease does not render the cause 
not an accident. Whether in any particular case an in- 
{uy in the shape of disease is caused by an accident or 
y some other cause depends on the circumstances of 
that case and on the meaning to be attributed to the 
word accident. The meaning of the word as used in 
the Workmen’s Compensation Act was settled by this 
House in “Fenton v. Thorley Co. (Limited) ” (1903, 
AC., 443), and, having regard to that authority, and 
to the facts of this case as stated by the learned County 
Court Judge, his decision, and the decision of the 
Court of Appeal, were, in my opinion, quite right, and 
this appeal ought to be dismissed.—7'he 7'imes. 


LANCASHIRE 
VETERINARY MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 


The quarterly meeting was held at the Grand Hotel, 
Manchester, on April 6th, the President, W. Packman, 
Esq. in the chair, and the attendauce included Messrs. 
Faulkner, W. A. Taylor, Wolstenholme, Woods, Brittle- 
bank, Stafford J ackson, Hopkins, Worthington, Roberts, 
Locke, Gubbin, Giblin, F. G. Edwards, and 
Sten 

Apologies for absence were received from Messrs. 
McKinna, Abson, Sumner, Eaton Jones, Carter, A. Law- 
son and Fletcher. 

On the motion of Mr. Gubbin, seconded by Mr. 
brittlebank, the minutes of the last quarterly meeting 
Were taken as read. 

ere were no nominations for membership. 
A letter was submitted to the meeting on behalf of the 


family of the late Colonel Lambert tendering sincere 
thanks to the Lancashire V.M.A. for their kind expres- 
sions of sympathy. 

- Respecting the forthcoming election of members of 
Council, the Secretary read a letter dated February 25th 
from the Lincolnshire V.M.A., asking for support of their 
candidate Mr. F. L. Gooch, F.R.C.V.S. 

The PREsIDENT proposed that the Secretary be in- 
structed to reply to this letter, stating that as the Lan- 
cashire V.M.A. had a candidate of their own attention 
would be devoted to his election. 

Mr. STarrorD JACKSON seconded. 

A letter was also read from one of the Secretaries of 
the Royal Institute of Public Health regarding the ap- 
pointment of delegates to attend the Congress to be held 
on 19th to 25th July, 1905. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME proposed, and Mr. Edwards se- 
conded, that this matter be adjourned until the June 
meeting. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME, in submitting the balance-sheet 
for the past year, said that inasmuch as each member of 
the Society had been supplied with a copy duly audited 
by the appointed auditors, he would do no more than 
formally place it before the meeting. 

Mr. GuBBIN proposed that the balance sheet be re- 
ceived and adopted. 

Mr. BrirTLEBANK seconded, and it was approved. 

At this stage a telegram was handed in and read, 
“Sorry cannot attend, would respectfully suggest new 
books for Society’s library.”—Fletcher. 


Tue Vicrorta UNIVERSITY. 


Mr. Taytor said he had pleasure in proposing a 
resolution which stood in his name, to the following 
effect :—“ That a donation from the funds of this Society 
be contributed to the Victoria University of Manchester, 
in aid of the equipment of the Public Health Labora- 
tories.” He knew that the funds at present at the 
disposal of the Senate or Council were not  sufticient 
to furnish the Public Health Laboratories as the Authori- 
ties would like, and it had occurred to him that it would 
be a handsome thing if the funds of the Society would 
permit of it, to present the Authorities of the University 
with a contribution towards the equipment of the labora- 
tories. He thought it would be money well spent, for 
it would be spent in furthering the cause of public 
health which concerned the veterinary profession almost 
as much as the medical profession. He had no doubt 
that if that meeting decided to subscribe to the above 
named object the subscription would be put to good use. 
He saw from the balance sheet that there was an availa- 
ble balance in the bank of about £60, and he would 
therefore suggest, and would embody it in the resolution, 
that the sum of £20 be voted as a contribution from 
that Association towards the equipment of the Public 
Health Laboratories. 

Mr. Rogerts asked whether the donation would carry 
with it any privilege for their members to take speei- 
mens for microscopic examinations, say in cases where an 
immediate diagnusis was required. 

Mr. TAYLOR, in reply, said the matter had risen in his 
own mind entirely, and without the subject being broach- 
ed by any one connected with the Puablie Health 
Laboratories. He did not suppose, nor did he intend, 
that the resolution should be understood to infer that 

would get a quid pro quo. 
by becoming a member of the Manchester Pathological 
Society, the membership fee of which was only 5s, per 
annum, he could have material examined at a reduced 
rate. There were gentlemen present who were members 
of the Pathological Society and who would, no doubt, be 
pleased to introduce new members. 

Mr. FAULKNER, in seconding the proposal, expressed 
his opinion that the object under consideration was a 
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most desirable one. There was, as they all knew, at the 
present time and for some little time past a drawing 
closer together of workers in the various fields in the 
direction of public health. The estab ishment of the 
laboratories in connection with the Manchester Univer- 
sity marked an epoch in their history. They would 
remember at the recent opening of the laboratories how 
nicely the members of the veterinary profession were 
treated, not only in being invited to that function but 
also in being invited to the University Degree ceremony, 
and later on to the lecture delivered by Prof. Perroncito. 
Consideration should also be given to what had been 
done by the Senate of the University in connection with 
the establishment of lectures and the granting of diplomas 
in veterinary state medicine. In his opinion they would 
be acting wisely in adopting Mr. Taylor’s proposition, 
and would be practically throwing wake upon the 
waters which will be seen after many days. He quite 
agreed with the proposition, after having carefully con- 
sidered all the circumstances and had pleasure in second- 
ing it. 

Mr. Taytor said he was present at the formal open- 
ing of the Public Health Laboratories and one of the 
principal speakers appealed to the public to contribute 
towards the building as well as to the equipment. He 
therefore felt a desire, as a member of their Association, 
to bring the subject before them inasmuch as the veteri- 
nary classes had been arranged for since the buildings 
were erected. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME remarked that Prof. Delépine 
had expressed a wish for any contribution made to go 
towards the equipment. 

Mr. Woops desired to support the proposal if their 
funds would permit of that amount being given. He 
might add that since his official connection with the 
Victoria University he had been exceedingly well treated 
both by the Professors and teachers. Had he been one 
of the highest teachers in the University he could not 
have received more kindness and consideration than had 
been shown towards him, from Dr. Hopkinson down- 
wards. If their Society could reasonably give the 
oa mentioned he felt sure it would be a good thing 
to do so. 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME remarked that they had £60 in 
the bank and, as they practically paid their way each 
year, that was all the Society required. There could be 
no doubt that £20 spent in this manner was the best 
form in which the money could be spent. He had 
pleasure in supporting the motion. 

Mr. Grpiin asked what benefit their Association 
would derive from this gift. Great benefit was derived 
from the Liverpool University, for specimens could be 
sent and reports received in regard to them. If they 
were going to get any benefit from the Victoria Univer- 
sity then by all means let them contribute, but not 
otherwise, for then he failed to see why £50 should be 
given out of the funds. 

Mr. FAULKNER said the benefit may not appear at the 
moment, but it may have a very important bearing in 
the future, and it was not everyone who spent money 
to-day and expected to get benefit to-day. (Good results 
would doubtless be seen in the future. 

Mr. WoLsSTENHOLME thought that the closer they 
allied themselves with the Universities the better it 
would be from an educational standpoint. Looked at 
in the most selfish and narrow light this £20 would be 
money well spent. 

Mr. STAFFORD JACKSON said that he wished to dis- 
associate himself from the remarks of Mr. Giblin. In 
Liverpool they were blessed with the assistance of a 
number of very wealthy public spirited gentlemen who 
were only too delighted to render what assistance they 
could to their University, and he wished the Manchester 
section of the L.V.M.A. to understand that so far as 
Liverpool members were concerned they could not but 


give their hearty support to this proposal. He was only 
sorry that the amount which they could give was jo 
considerably larger. “BU 
After some further discussion Mr. Giblin withdrey 
his objection, and the proposition was passed unani- 
mously. 
PARLIAMENTARY REPRESENTATION. 


Mr. H. L. Roserts then prooposed “That it is the 
opinion of the members of the Lancashire Veterinary 

edical Association that the time has arrived for the 
consideration of a scheme, the object of which is the 
return of a veterinary surgeon to the House of Com- 
mons.” After first alluding to his family conne:tions 
with Lancashire, Mr. Roberts said his reasons for mov- 
ing this resolution were first that he and others thought 
the time had arrived for the consideration of such a 
scheme, and secondly he understood nearly every other 
profession or calling has its parliamentary representa- 
tivt. If one views the progress of the veterinary profes. 
sion during the last decade one is struck with the 
educational, and he might also add the intellectual, 
strides which have been made. On the other hand, 
during the same period the social status of the profes- 
sion does not appear to have improved in due propor- 
tion to the other advances. hen using the words 
“social status” he did not refer to that position in life 
which gives one the privilege to enter the drawing 
rooms of the West End, but to define our professional 
position in relation to those of the different sections of 
the general pnblic. And when one says the social status 
of the profession has not greatly improved during the 
last ten years, it is meant that the profession is still sub- 
jected to disabilities over which we have no control. We 
remain under conditions which do not obtain in similar 
walks of life to our own. These conditions are doubtless 
due to the fact that we have not desired to stray from 
the purely scientific road into the side paths of our call- 
ing which might not be considered scientific, but never- 
theless they are just as vital for our well being and pro- 
gress as a knowledge of the most recent theory of 
acquired immunity. 

At some time or other we have all read of the dis- 
paraging remarks which have been made by Stipendiaries, 
County Court Judges, and Chairmen of local Petty 
Sessions during the hearing of “horse cases,” “ omnibus 
bills,” ete., which contain one or more clauses detrl- 
mental to the professional position of the vetermary 
surgeon and which have been introduced into the Legis- 
lature. The position of the veterinarian has been usurped 
in many ways. ; 

He ventured to say these existing anomalies would 
not be tolerated by any other profession than theirs, an 
the present existing condition of affairs constituted 4 
social evil. [t is not much comfort to say the insults of 
those judicial wiseacres do no harm. He thought 1 
would be admitted that they did not improve their social 
status. If necessary, a representative in the “ House 
would be in a position to ask the Home Secretary if he 
had seena report of the remarks of a certain stipendiaty 
upon the veterinary surgeon’s evidence in the case ° 
“ Police v. .” He (Mr. Roberts) ventured to pre- 
sume the result of such a question would be the cess 
tion of such unwarrantable deliverances which have 
been brought under notice on different occasions. ; 

There were men in the veterinary profession the 
honesty of whose opinion stipendiaries and others wou 
not venture to doubt. The giants are few, however, @ 
it is the bulk of the profession which requires 4 colleague 
in the House of Commons. 

He did not propose at the present time, to outline : 
scheme which might be submitted for consideration. 
order to achieve any object which is considere fe 
good, difficulties will be encountered. There 5 
some who think the obstacles to be overcome are 1° 
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mountable, and in view of that supposition he would 
simply mention the aspect which is inseparable from 
the adoption of a Parliamentary candidate in any con- 
stituency, viz., the political aspect, and in anticipation 
of any my ag difficulty in that direction, as he had 
recently n informed by a party man, satisfactory 
arrangements could be made with the veterinary profes- 
gon on the one hand and the central organisation of 
either party on the other, with the object of securing a 
seat in the House of Commons for a desirable candidate. 

Mr. FAULKNER, in seconding, said that direct repre- 
sentation must of necessity be of benetit to the profes- 
sion, and if they never made a move they would get no 
nearer to the improvement in the status of the veteri- 
nary profession throughout the country. 

Mr. Hopkins thought no profession in the country 
had been more snubbed by the various Governments in 
power in connection with public duties than the veteri- 

profession. 

r. PACKMAN, in putting the resolution to the meet- 
ing, expressed his approval of it, and said there was no 
doubt that the subject had been greatly neglected in the 

t. 
The resolution was carried unanimously. 

The question then aruse as to what should be done 
with the resolution. Mr. Taylor asked whether they 
would send it to the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
goons, and Mr. Faulkner suggested the advisability of 
sending it to Mr. J. Fraser, who was a past President of 
the Council, and who some ten years ago brought for- 
ward a scheme by which they could obtain direct repre- 
sentation of the profession in the House of Commons. 
At that time owing to lack of interest and to general 
apathy the subject was allowed to lapse. 

It was ultimately decided that the resolution should 
be sent to the Royal College, and that copies should be 
sent to every Veterinary Society throughout Great 
Britain and Ireland, and a copy to Mr. Fraser. ; 

Mr. H. L. RoBerts also proposed “ That a Committee 
of the Lancashire Veterinary Medical Association be 
appointed to collect Parliamentary intelligence which 
might be considered beneficial or otherwise to the best 
interests of the veterinary profession, the Committee to 
report the particulars of their information at each quar- 
terly meeting of the Association.” ; 

Mr. BrITTLEBANK, in seconding the proposal, did so 
with the primary desire of seeing the question discussed. 
they were quite satisfied, at any rate those who occu- 
pied public positions, that the proposal of Mr. Roberts 
was one which should receive the most careful considera- 
tion of members present. He believed that the Royal 
College already have a Parliamentary Committee, and if 
that was so the appointment of a sub-committee would 

trespassing somewhat on their grounds. He was very 
certain that the work is very necessary, and in addition 
of considerable urgency. There was no doubt that in the 
near future a number of Bills will be introduced into 
Parliament in which the duties and position of veteri- 
tary surgeonsshould be clearly and indisputably defined. 

trsonally, he did not care very much who carried out 
the duty of overlooking these Bills in the interests of the 
profession so long as it was properly done. ; ' 

In view of the absence of the representatives of Coun- 
‘lin London it was decided to defer the further con- 
iteration of the question until the next meeting 1n 
June, 

Mr. WoLsTENHOLME read an article from Le Journal 
te Déats, on phagocytes and phagocytosis which was 
*ceedingly well written, and in popular language ex- 
Wunding the work of Metchnikoff and others. 


SPECIMEN—SWINE FEVER. 


A Pathological specimen was shewn by Mr. H. L. 


“"y tts of a pig’s stomach from a swine fever case. He 


the specimen was not very remarkable, but he 


thought there were a few points of interest in connec- 
tion with it. In the first A we owing to the decrease in 
the number of outbreaks, specimens of that description 
were more difficult to obtain for purposes of demonstra- 
tion than formerly. Secondly, it was invariably only in 
cases of chronic swine fever that we find a gastric u cer, 
and then as a rule only one. In the specimen under 
notice there were evidences of three distinet ulcers, one 
of which showed unmistakable signs of healing. The 
mucous membrane of intestines of the animal was covered 
with chronic diphtheritic deposit. The carcase of the 
animal was well nourished, and the pig weighed about 
180lb. With the presence of such gross lesions in the 
stomach the owner had not observed the act of vomition 
during the life of the pig, whereas perhaps in some other 
animals, such as the dog, vomition would have been a 
marked symptom. 


THE YORKSHIRE 
VETERINARY ASSOCIATION. 


The svring meeting was held at the Hotel Metropole, 
Leeds, on Friday, April 28th. The President (Mr. F. 
Hallilay, of Dewsbury ) was in the chair, and the at- 
tendance of members included Mr. W. Hunting, London, 
Principal Williams, Liverpool ; Messrs. G. E. Bowman, 
A. MeCarmick, F. Somers, H. G. Bowes, 8. Wharam, 
A. W. Mason, and W. F. Greenhalgh, Leeds; $8. Cham- 
bers, Kirkheaton ; H. Dyson, Huddersfield; J. E Seri- 
ven, Hon. Treas., Tadcaster; H. Pollard, Wakefield ; 
M. Robinson, Barnsley ; A. Ellison, Harrogate ; G. Green, 
Rotheram; J. Cooke, Scarborough; H. Walpole, Whixley ; 
J. W. Lazenby, Tadcaster; P. Deighton, Selby; Thos. 
Pratt, Ripon; G. Whitehead, Batley; F. W. Pawlett, 
York; J. Abson, Sheftield; F. W. S. Clough, Morley, 
J. Clarkson, Hon. Sec., Garforth. Visitors: Messrs. 
A. H. Berry, B. of A. (Leeds); P. S. Falshaw, Govt. V.S., 
Singapore; IF. Crossly, Halifax ; E. Child, Leeds; H. L. 
Roberts, Manchester; H. J. Holness, A.V.D., York, and 
E. H. Hazleton, A.V.D., York. 

Letters of regret at inability to be present were an- 
nounced from Messrs. Cockburn,!Fletcher, Schofield, Me- 
Kinna, and Sumner. 


Roya. Institute oF PusLic HEALTH. 


A letter was read from the Royal Institute of Public 
Health inviting the Society to send delegates to the 
annual congress to be held in London in July. 

Mr. Frank Somers proposed that the invitation be 
accepted, and that the President and Secretary be ap- 
pointed delegates, the Society contributing towards 
their expenses. 

Mr. Bowes seconded. 

Mr. Mason suggested that the contributions should 
be three guineas each. 

Mr. Somers and Mr. Bowes agreed to this suggestion, 
and the resolution as amended was agreed to 


A YorKSHIRE PARLIAMENTARY BILL. 


The Council and Mr. Clough have paid close attention 
to the Morley Corporation Bill, and it was now reported 
by the Secretary that the provisions of the measure, so 
far as it touched the interests of the veterinary profession, 
were satisfactory, the clauses being modelled on those of 
the Leeds and Scotch Bills. 

Tue Late Mr. Carrer. 


The SecrETARY reminded the members that since 
their last meeting they had lost by death one of the 
founders of the Society—Mr. Carter, of Bradford. The 
Society was represented at the funeral, and also sent a 
wreath. He had received a letter on behalf of the 
family expressing appreciation of the tribute paid to 


Mr. Carter’s memory, and also a letter from Miss Carter 
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saying how very much she valued the kindly thought of 
the members of the Society in sending such a beautiful 
wreath. He thought that they ought to do something 
more at the meeting. 

Mr. Mason accordingly moved that the fact of a vote 
of condolence with Mr. Carter’s family having been sent, 
should be officially recorded on the minutes. He paid a 
high tribute to Mr. Carter’s worth as a man and as a 
veterinarian. Mr. Carter was not only one of the 
founders of the Society, but he had also filled the presi- 
dency. “A dear old English gentleman, Mr. Carter 
seldom missed a meeting, cheery in manner, and with 
great knowledge and experience, his life should be an 
example to the younger members of the profession. His 
opinions were always valuable and were greatly apprec- 
iated by the members of the Society.” 

Principal W1LL1AaMs seconded, and the resolution was 
supported by the President, who also bore testimony to 
Mr. Carter’s high character and professional skill. He 
had met him in many consultations. 

The resolution was adopted in science. 


Mr. J. C. CoLtinGs, having left Otley to take up the 
practice formerly carried on by his father at Plymouth, 
wrote that he was reluctantly compelled to sever his 
connection with the Society. 

On the motion of Mr. Mason, and seconded by Mr. 
WHaRaM, the resignation was accepted. 

Lieut.-Col. E. H. Hazevron, of the Army Veterinary 
Department was nominated by Mr. Mason. 

Mr. Ernest Cup, of Leeds, was elected a member 
on the motion of Mr. MeCarmick, and seconded by Mr. 
Somers. 

THe TITLE OF THE SOCIETY. 


ln accordance with notice, Mr. Cooker introduced a 
resolution to consider the question of the deletion of the 
word “ Medical” from the Society’s original title. He 
looked upon the change which had been made as a retro- 
re one, and he was also afraid that the public who 

ad been in the habit of reading their proceeedings under 
the heading of the Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Society 
would be inclined to think that they had been using a 
word to which they were not justly entitled. Butas a 
matter of fact they were thoroughly justified to use it. 
Veterinary surgeons who had applied for exemption from 
service on juries had been successful in their application 
on the ground of their recognition as registered medical 
— They were registered medical pratitioners. 

he present was not the time for the veterinary profes- 
sion to take any downward course. They had to hold 
their own, for they received no support from the Gov- 
ernment or anyone else. One or two gentlemen present 
attended the last meeting, and they agreed with him 
that it was not the right thing to change the title of the 
Society. He hoped that the old title would be again 
recognised. 

Mr. Somers said that before any alteration had taken 

lace in the name of the Society, the question ought to 
~ been mentioned on the agenda paper, so that the 
members might be made fully aware of what was pro- 
posed. He had never seen an agenda which contained 
a proposal to alter the title of the Society. If the alter- 
ation had been made at a meeting of the Council instead 
of at the annual meeting of the Society, the title to-day 
was, The Yorkshire Veterinary Medical Society. 

The Secretary, while expressing no opinion as to 
whether the alteration of the title was necessary or un- 
necessary, said he wished to explain that at the October 
meeting of the Society the question of revising the rules 
was considered. Every rule was read out separately. 
Mr. Somers was a member of the Council who proposed 
the alteration of the rules, but if he did not attend the 
meetings of the Council it was not the Secretary’s fault. 

Mr. Somers: Was the question of the alteration 
brought up and discussed at the annual meeting? Any 


suggestion of altering the title of the Society ought to 
have been specifically stated, and not included in other 
matters. 

Mr. Mason repeated the opinion which he expresseq 
at the last meeting that the altering of the rules was out 
of order, because the matter was not set out in the agend, 
paper. 

rincipal WILLIAMs said he should very much regret 
if any veterinary society gave up the word Medical, for 
the particular reason that all their diplomas were licenses 
to na the Art and Science of Veterinary Medicine 
and Veterinary Surgery. If they severed themselves 
from medicine, then they became purely surgeons, and 
they gave encouragement to men who would like to be 
medical, and not surgical attendants on the lower ani- 
mals. To them that was only a weak point, but it was 
an important one in the eyes of the public. The Liver. 
pool University started last year a society which con- 
sisted of veterinary and medical men. It was called the 
Liverpool Veterinary and Medical Society. They had 
taken a leading part in the Society, because “veterinary” 
was put before “medical.” As the relations between the 
veterinary and medical professions are becoming closer, 
he thonght it would be advisable to retain the old title. 
We get medical men to acknowledge that we are the 
men to do our own work, and that they are the men to 
do their own work. At one time Medical Officers of 
Health were under the og oy oe that they knew more 
than veterinary surgeons, but they are discovering that 
they know less about the important duties of the veteri- 
nary surgeon, and we are getting appointments which 
they used to look upon as theirs. 

Mr. HUNTING was sorry to find himself opposed to 
previous speakers on the subject, adding that, for many 
years, he had wondered why they should have followed 
the example of ancient societies in using the word 
medical. The inference to be drawn from the Liver- 
pool example cited was quite different from the one 
which Principal Williams drew. The Liverpool Society 
was composed of both veterinary and medical men; the 
Yorkshire Veterinary Society consisted of veterinary 
men, and he saw no reason to use the word “ medical’ 
in the title of the Society. The word “ veterinary” in- 
cluded medicine and surgery. He objected to employ- 
ing the term which had ‘Sass deleted, because it was 
superfluous. Surely, they now were quite fit enough to 
have a Society of their own, using no word, except 
veterinary. 

Mr. Cooke remarked that from the vagueness of the 
altered name, The Yorkshire Veterinary Society, it would 
give many people to understand that the old _practl 
tioners who had no real registered qualifications would 
be admitted to membership. Probably, also, some 

eople would understand that they included Registered 
hoeing Smiths (“ No, no,” from several members.) 

Mr. McCarmick : No one is entitled to the name ol 
veterinary surgeon, unless he has the diploma of the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons. (“ Yes.”) , 

Mr. Somers: My point is that the title of our organ 
sation is still “The Yorkshire Veterinary Medica 
Society,” because the alteration which has taken place 
is not legal. 1 disagree with Mr. Hunting. [ think 1 
isa shame to alter the old name. Concluding, Mr. 
Somers asked the President the question, “Has the 
name been legally altered ?” : 

The Preswwent: I think there has been one mistake 
—that the matter was not put upon the agenda papel 
I take it that if it was not put on the agenda paper, ™ 
cannot be a legal alteration. ; 

The SECRETARY sa‘d that he must apologise, as he 
did at the last meeting, that he did not include the 
matter on the printed agenda paper sent out to members 
Although he refrained from expressing an opinion as" 
whether the alteration was wise or unwise, he conte? 
that the rules were revised in a perfectly legal manne 
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Each rule was read out separately and distinctly at the 
October meeting, and confirmed at the January gather- 
ing. He submitted that, for this year, the title was 
s The Yorkshire Veterinary Society.” 

After further discussion between Mr. McCarmick and 
Mr. Somers in regard to what passed at the January 
meeting, Mr. Mason moved that they should pass on to 
the next business. 

This was seconded by Mr. Wharam, supported by Mr. 
Bowman, and agreed to. 


THe R.C.V.S. Councit 


The SECRETARY repcrted that the Council of the 
Society, at a recent meeting, decided to amalgamate with 
the Lancashire, Eastern Counties, and the Liverpool 
University Societies in regard to the forthcoming elec- 
tion of Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons. A joint circular had been prepared and would be 
issued. The namesand addresses of the four candidates 
recommended by the amalgamated Societies were :— 
Messrs. J. H. Carter, F.R.C.V.S., Burnley ; J. McKinna, 
F.R.C.V.S., Hudderstield ; Wm. Shipley, F.R.C.V.S., 
Great Yarmouth; and Henry Sumner, M.R.C.V.S., 
Liverpool. 

A letter was read from the Lincolnshire Society, with 
whom Yorkshire had no amalgamation, asking for sup- 
port of their nominee, but no resolution was passed 
thereon. 

On the motion of Mr. Mason, seconded by Mr. 
Wharam, the meeting unanimously confirmed the action 
of the Council in regard to amalgamating with the 
Eastern Counties, Lancashire, and Liverpool University 
Societies. 

Notes oN SomE FRactTuREs (See p. 701.) 
Discussion. 


Principal WILLIAMs, at the invitation of the Presi- 
dent, opened the discussion by remarking that Mr. 
Hunting had brought forward some very interesting 
topics for them to think of. He might, without intru- 
ding upon his subject, speak of some of the curiosities 
in connection with fractures which he had met with. 
Not long ago he received a present of a couple of radii 
and ulne of a cart horse or mare. It appeared that the 
animal was out at work and was kicked by another 
horse on the foreleg. It was walked for some distance 
and then conveyed in a float for some miles into one of 
the hospitalsin Liverpool After having been examined 
it turned round in its box and fell, when it was found 
there were two fractures, each bone being in several 

ieces. Col. Hazelton or Col. Phillips also once gave 

imapresent. A pony, belonging to an officer, ran away 
and jumped, or tried to jump, a ditch. It came down 
with one foot on a stone in the ditch and fractured the 
08 suffraginis into more than 200 pieces. A curious 
thing was that after coming down with its foot on the 
stone the pony never moved. He neither budged forward 
nor got out of the ditch. The fracture seemed to have 
cut him up and the animal stood where he was till he 
was shot. 

Speaking of the fracture of the pelvis, Prof. Williams 
said he was once called in, in consultation, to see a 
valuable mare which had met with an accident in the 
hunting field. When he arrived the mare was in slings 
and the slightest movement gave her pain. The owner, 
arich man, wanted to keep the mare, and they decided 
to give her achance. Since then she has hunted for two 
seasons. He, therefore, disagreed with Mr. Hunting 
that where there was a fracture of the pelvis they should 
slaughter. Let them give the animals a chance where 
they could. 

l. HazeLron mentioned the case of a mare in India. 
€ animal was taken out of a railway box and travelled 
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_ Mr. Bowman thanked Mr. Hunting for his very 
Interesting paper, and remarked that those of them who 
were in practice had seen many cases of fractures in 
horses. He had acase that morning. It was a valuable 
mare which had been kicked on the tibia. No notice 
was taken of what had happened, and the animal was 
sent a journey on Friday. He was afraid that they 
would have to shoot the mare. He had attended 
stallions which had sustained fractures below and above 
the knee ; he had tried to set them but had scarcely ever 
been successful. On the other hand, he had known 
young horses recover from fractured pasternsand win races. 

Mr. Apson said that whenever Mr. Hunting came 
among them, they might rest assured that they would 
have a thoroughly sound and practical paper, contribu- 
ted, so to speak, off his own bat. Probably Mr. Hunt- 
ing was one of the closest observers of diseases of the 
horse in the profession to-day. He (Mr. Abson) had 
nothing to say about fractures, except that he did not 
agree with Mr. Hunting’s pet theory—-he knew the 
reader of the paper would excuse him---that a dropped 
elbow was, in nine cases out of ten, due to a fracture of 
the first or second rib. He had seen a large number of 
dropped elbow cases, and the last six had all been at 
work ina week. Such a thing could not have hap 
pened if there had bsena fracture of the first or second ribs, 

Mr. Cooke said he had listened with interest to Mr. 
Hunting’s very practical paper. He would only speak 
with regard to the fracture of the pastern. A peculiarity 
of most of these cases was that the fracture had taken 
place while the animal had been walking, just making 
a start or false step. The last case he had was six weeks 
ago. In one case, some years ago, he tried treatment, 
but it was no good, the small bones protruding through 
the skin in a very short time. 

Mr. CHAMBERs cited the case of a small cart horse 
supposed to be suffering from a fracture of the tibia. 
After having been in slings for three weeks she was 
turned into a loose box; she hada bit of a frolic, and 
her leg “flew to pieces.” 

Mr. Roserrs recalled that some years ago, when in 
practice, he suggested that Mr. Hunting’s theory wanted 
alittle more corroboration from actual experience. 

Mr. Bowes, after remarking how much they were in- 
debted to Mr. Hunting, drew attention to fractures ot 
the os coronz and os pedis, which, he said, were par- 
ticularly interesting to town practitioners, and were 
probably far more numerous than they imagined. Many 
of the extreme cases of lameness were fixed in the foot 
and there was either a fracture of the os coronw or os pedis, 
The Presipent also thanked Mr. Hunting, and re- 
marked that the most common fractures which one 
came across in a heavy horse country were those of the 
radius and tibia. 

Mr. Huntine then shortly replied. He said that 
equally with Mr. Bowes and Mr. Abson he insisted upon 
corroboration—in fact, without a post-mortem exami- 
nation he was not going to fully accept his own 
diaynosing, much less other people's. 

Reference hac been made to his own “ pet theory.” He 
did not say that Mr. Abson’s diagnosing was not correct, 
but if there had been a post-mortem at the end of the 
cases he would be more strongly convinced. In_ the 
cases of fracture of the first rib to which he had_re- 
ferred he had never counted one without proving it by 
post-mortem. He had never failed to find a fractured 
rib in cases of dropped elbow. He repeated that, on the 
corroborated diagnosis, in nine cases out of every ten of 
dropped elbow there was a fracture of the first rib. He 
had never seen a case of fracture of the first rib recover 
in three or four days, but he knew it was stated that such 
recoveries had occurred. 


At the conclusion ot the discussion the Leeds mem- 


35 miles, when it was found she had a fracture of the 
ubia. It was a comminuted fracture. 


bers entertained those attending the meeting to tea. 
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DISEASES OF ANIMALS ACTS 1894 To 1903. SUMMARY OF RETURNS. 


Foot- Glanders Rabies. Sh 
Anthrax. | and-Mouth | (including Cases ©eP| Swine Fever. 


Period. Disease. Farcy) Confirmed. | Scab. 
Out- | Ani- UOut- | Ani- | Out- | Ani- Out-| Out- | Slaugh. 
| Joreake mals. breaks} mals. mals. Dogs. Other breaks. | tered * 
Gr. BRITAIN. Week ended Apr. 29 27 45 23 | 16 23) 
194 ..] | | | | | .. | .. ul as 
Corresponding week in {1903 ..] 15 29 | 31 48 9 26 108 
1902... 16 | 21 .. i | .. 14] 42 238 


| 
Total for 17 weeks, 1905 .. .. | 360 | 535 | .. | .. 715 .. | .. | 605] 222 | 1138 

| 

| 

| 


1904 .. | 338 460 oe 488 907 998 426 2428 

Corresponding period in {1902 .. | 269 | 417 we | 413 715 es | 1087 464 2185 

1902 .. | 258 | 434 i | 120 384 721 9 1028 522 2661 
i Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, May 2, 1905. 

IRELAND. Week ended April 22 ol. 74 

Wate Corresponding Week in 1905 ..] .. ee ee ee ee 8 51 

Total for 16 weeks, 1905 2 2 9 | 24 | 207 6 302 

1904... 2 2 3 18 317 37 866 

Corresponding period in ~ 1903 ee 1 2 | 368 18 648 

1902 4 15 | 392 50 1071 


i Epizootic Lymphangitis, Week ending Jan. 14, 2 cases; Feb. 25, 2 cases; March 25, 10 cases. 
Department of Agriculture and Technical Instruction for Ireland, (Castle Street), Dublin, April 27, 1905. 


Norr.—The figures for the Current Year are approximate only. * As Diseased or Exposed to Infection. 
Charles Williams, greengrocer, of 74, Church Road, 
or Acton, the owner of the animal, said he had had her th 
His George Alfred Allen, 34, greengrocer, of 4, Peel Road, | twelve months, and had frequently driven her to Covent h 
ie West Kilburn, was charged on remand with ill-treating | Garden Market, where she had frequently passed with- 
a bay mare by working it in an unfit condition. Mr. A.C. | out complaint the official charged with the duty of h 
Crane — and Crane) solicitor, defended. examining animals. She had been stiff on the particu- ( 
On the morning of Wednesday, the 12th ult., the | lar joint the whole time he had had her. = 
risoner was seen by P.C. Cull, 400X in Bollo Bridge he Chairman: Then she must have been suffering a 
d with the animal, which was lame on the off hind | from indigestion the whole time you have had her !— r 
leg and in poor condition.—In cross-examination the | Witness: Well, I can’t say as to that. ; I 
constable said as the prisoner denied knowledge of any-! In answer to the Bench, Allen said he had been driv- i 
thing wrong with the mare, he had it pulled to the side | ing the mare ten months and had never previously had . 
of the road to satisfy him. any complaint.-—A fine of 10s. was imposed. . 
P.C. 634X corroborated, and said when spoken to the ; pr 
prisoner admitted that he knew the animal was stiff in 
when the -In to Bench, wit- | Epizootie Abortion—Departmental Committee. ye 
ness said he was of opinion the animal was in pain.—- ‘ P 
Cross-examined : He a not be prepared to al The President of the Board of Agriculture avd - 
dict a veterinary surgeon if the latter said the mare was | Fisheries has appointed a Departmental Committee ab 
not in pain.—By the Bench: He had seen the animal | t© inquire, by means of experimental investigation am 
: before, but had not noticed any lameness. otherwise, into the pathology and etiology of Epizootic ° 
Nig | Mr. Crane, for the defence, pleaded that the horse was | Abortion, and to consider whether any and, if so, what q 
‘i aged, and in the morning a little stiff, but suffered no | eo ntive and remedial measures may with advantage ' 
ra Ne in. He called Mr. Whittle, veterinary surgeon, of 43, | be adopted with respect to that disease. The Couunittee 
1 ae he Mall, Ealing, who stated that on the day of the | is constituted as follows, viz.: Prof. John M Fadyean, — 
1) a arrest he examined the mare and came to the conclusion | M-R.C.V.S., M.B.. B.Sc., Principal of the Royal oo ” 
Met she was in no pain. She was not lame “in the ordinary | Baty College, Chairman); Sir dward Strachey, ie 
accepted sense,” but suffered from a temporary loss of M.P.; the Very Rev. Dr. John Gillespie, Mr. ere 
\ a motive power, which might be the result of indigestion | Hunting, F.R.C.V.S., Dr. George H. rave Thiel 
or constipation of the bowels, and which would affect | F-R.S., and Mr. Stewart Stockman, M.R.C.VS. me | ] 
one hind leg, possibly both.—By the Bench : The effect | Veterinary Officer of the Board of Agricaltur * of of 
of the temporary loss of motive power to which he re- Fisheries. Mr. James Ralph Jackson, M.R.C.Y. t po 1% 
ferred might be that the animal would go over at the | the Board of Agriculture and Fisheries, will ac ing 
fetlock joint. secretary to the Committee.— Morning Post. 
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NEW MOLAR TOOTH FORCEPS. 


Some few years 
ago, I brought to 
the notice of the 
veterinary profes- 
sion a pair of molar 
forceps which [| 
found of gre#t ser- 
vice in my practice 
in the extraction 
of diseased molar 
teeth. Acting on 
my suggestion 
Messrs. Arnold «& 
Sons, West Smith- 
field, London, with 
their usnal skill, 
have made for me 
a pair with addi- 
tional improve- 
ments which [ ain 
certain the profes- 
sion will appreciate 
The advantages of 
the forceps over 
any others in use 
are: greater lever- 
age, more effectual 
grip of the tooth, 
simple in construe- 
tion and less assist- 
ance required. 

W. Loncuurst, 

M.R.C.V.S.L. 
Hull. 


Army Remounts. 


The Canadian farmers have been officially informed 
that the Army’s demand for horses during ‘ge can be 
met within the United Kingdom, the number required 
being about 2,500 horses annually, and rising to, 3,500 
of all kinds and classes in certain years. Specimens, 
however, are to be purchased in Canada which will be 
accepted as typical of the breed, and should these prove 
satisfactory it is stated that from 300 to 500 horses a 
year may be taken in time of peace in order to encourage 
the breeding of suitable mounts which might be avail- 
able in case of war. So far, so good; but the price is 
limited to £40, and the Canadians state that they can- 
not supply efficient horses for army purposes at this 
price, and this mainly because of the United States «e- 
mand for their best breeds. The horse-rearing industry 
in Ontario alone at present is valued at £12,000,000 a 
year, and with a first class market across the frontier the 
farmers decline to prepare for the War Office cheap 

orses which might at length he condemned as_unsuit- 
able, tothe hurt of the industry. It seems, therefore, 
4s if British farmers may retain a monopoly of the supply 
of horses for the Army, at least in time of peace. But 

Canadian breeders turn up their noses at £40--to 
Which the Government will have to add cost of carriage 
~they are not in much need of any fiscal aids to pros 
berity.— Yorkshire Post. 


Martyr to Science. 


News reached Liverpool on Saturday of the death 
ot Dr. Dutton, a member of the expedition sent out in 
%3 by the Liverpool School of Tropical Medicine to 
inquire into the causes of trypanosomiasis and tick fever 


in the Congo. Unfortunately during their investiga- 
tions Dr. Dutton and his colleagues themselves con- 
tracted the disease. According to the last letter received 
from them they were in good spirits and returning home. 
The news of Dr. Dutton’s death has, therefore, come as 
a great surprise. Deceased, who was aged twenty-nine, 
was a graduate of Liverpool University. He took part 
in three expeditions to West Africa. The Daily 
Telegraph. 


Death of a V.S. under Chloroform. 


An inquest was held at Rochdale on Tuesday, May 2, 
upon Mr. James Thomas Barlow, aged 45 years, veteri- 
nary surgeon, of Emma Street, Rochdale, who died on 
Sunday after the administration of chloroform. The 
evidence showed that the anzsthetic, which was care- 
fully administered in the presence of three doctors, 
preparatory to an operation for the removal of abscesses 
in the neck, caused death owing to the condition of the 
patient’s lungs, and the difficult entrance for air through 
the diseased throat. A verdict in accordance with this 
evidence was returned. Yorkshire Post. 


Personal. 


Hatt—Hurrorp.—On Thursday, the 27th April, at 
St. Mark’s Camberwell, by the Rev. H. G. Veazey, 
brother-in-law of the bride, Charles Martin Hall, of 
Rofford, Chalgrove, Oxon, to Grace Robertson Hurford, 
daughter of the late Major Hurford, A.V.D. 


At the recent Point-to-Point Steeplechases of the 21st 
Lancers and Greenford Hunt, the Light Weight Hun- 
ters Race was won by Mr. Sidney Villar’s “ Mount 
Hawk,” beating Lieutenant-Colonel Fowle’s “ Odd Man ” 
by ten lengths ; and the open race fell to Professor Mel. 
MecCall’s “ Glustone,” who won an exciting race by a 
head from Mr. Egan’s well known horse “ Nomination.” 


ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


Extract from London Gazette, 
War Orrice, PALL MALL, April 27. 


Lieut.-Col. J. A. Nann, F.R.C.V.S., C.LE., D.S.O., to 
be Colonel. Dated April Ist, 1905, 


OBITUARY. 


James Duprietp M.R.C.V.S., The Park, Stan- 

Jarlington. 
Jraduated, 1854. Edin. April, 1885. 

It was with feelings of deep sorrow that the older 
residents of Jarrow learned, on Thursday morning, 
April 27th, of the death of Mr. James Dudfield Rose, at 
Stanhope. Mr. Rose took up his residence in Jarrow 
towards the close of the sixties, and he, subsequently, 
established a business as a chemist and druggist which 
his son, Councillor Rose, at present conducts, but which 
he managed until about ten years ago, when he retired 
to Stanhope to enjoy that rest which a long and active 
life entitled him to. Mr. Rose had been in ill-health 
for about a year, but as this was not generally known, 
his death came as a surprise to a great many people. A 
gentleman of a studious disposition, and possessed of 
literary and linguistic powers far above the average, Mr. 
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Rose lived a retired life, and never took much part in 
ublic affairs, but among the people of the North and 
“ast Wards of the borough he was always doing good in 

one form or another. To the poor, he had always been 

“ Dr.” Rose, because he was always ready to advise those 

whose position did not permit of the luxury of having a 

doctor in times of illness It was not generally known, 

however, that Mr. Rose, though unqualified, had some 
claim to be regarded as adoctor. It was as an assistant 
to the late Dr. Kelly that he came to Jarrow, and he 
practised for some years before opening the business 
with which his name has been so long associated. Mr. 

Rose was a qualified veterinary surgeon, but this profes- 

sion he seldom prasticed in Jarrow, and the fact has only 

come out since his death. In his retirement the de- 
ceased gentleman made several translations of the 


_ masterpieces of literature. Universal sympathy is ex- 


tended to Councillor Rose in his bereavement.——7'he 
Shields Daily Gazette. 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


“WOODEN TONGUE ’’—ACTINOMYCOSIS 


IN CATTLE. 
Sir, 
In the current issue of an agricultural paper, a copy of 
which I send you, you will observe in the veterinary column 
a question regarding the cause and cure of ‘‘ wooden tongue”’ 
—actinomycosis in cattle. The party who asks the question 
at same time states he has a young cow suffering from this 
complaint. You will further notice that the veterinary 
editor in his answer to the question states the cause of the 
disease, explains all about barley straw, etc., and completes 
his information by advising the daily administration of 2 or 
3 drs. of Potassium Iodide dissolved in one pint of cold 
water. I venture to think you will agree that the veterinary 
editor might in this case at any rate have discharged his 
function more judiciously and with a better sense of duty. 
not to himself but to his profession ; instead of doing this 
he has not hesitated to embrace what has obviously been 
@ unique and peculiarly befitting opportunity for immortal- 
izing himself as the discloser of the specific action of Pot. 
Iodide in the treatment of actinomycosis; in the whole 
range of veterinary therapeutics there is not a parallel in- 
stance of specific action. Potassium Iodide is admittedly 
the only medicinal agent by which we can honestly demon- 
strate to our clients that we administer a cure not a nostrum : 
it is the only drug upon which absolute justification for the 
practice of medicine in specific disease can be securely 
rested ; and yet with evidently far greater concern for the 
interest of an agricultural paper and self-interest than sense 
of duty to his profession, the veterinary editor in question 
announces, through the columns of a lay paper, this un- 
paralled example of the specific action of Pot. Iodide. 

In this note it is not my purpose to express opinion as to 
how far unprofessional conduct of this nature may har- 
monize or collide with existing bye-laws, which are enforced 
by the College Council, presumably in the best interests of 
our profession, but if bye-laws for the guidance of individual 
conduct are necessary in the interests of the profession as a 
whole, surely they ought to be framed and enforced in such 
a way as to ensure the attainment of the object in view. 

It is well known that one of the most active and best 
known functions of the Board of Agriculture is the dissemi- 
nation of veterinary knowledge, that being so, I think 
there is no need—there is certainly no justification, for indi- 
vidual members of our profession to pose as injudicious 
and selfish exponents of veterinary science. 

The veterinary editor of a lay paper is a transgressor 
against his professional brethren : an example of the nature 
though not of the extent of such transgression is furnished 
by the single case herein referred to, and yet he is permitted 
to go unchallenged, whereas an obscure practitioner is held 
liable for conduct of a less aggravated and far less damag- 


I hope that gentlemen aspiring to seats on the Council 


possible, rectify it.—Yours faithfully, 
ACTINOMYCosIS. 


VACCINATION OF DOGS. 
Sir, 

I should like to know what is the correct attitude for an 
ordinary practitioner to take towards this subject? I have 
no special knowledge of the matter, and the reports, from 
those who should have the best information are so at vari- 
ance that one really does not know how to advise clients 
who ask about it. 

When so highly trained an observer as Mr. Gray comes 
to an opposite conclusion to so eminent a pathologist as 
Prof. M’Fadyean, it would seem the merest presuimption 
for one of the old brigade (fast approaching the fossiliferous 
condition) to offer any opinion as to the merits of so called 
vaccines. 

If it were possible, would it be worth while to carry out 
such elaborate precautions as Mr. Gray requires in order to 
obtain partial immunity for dogs so unfit to survive? Are 
not the fanciers and the show system impediments to the 
survival of the fittest? Do we not want, as Mr. Upton 
said, ‘‘a hardy race of dog’’? Shall we get it by breeding 
neurotic pets, from closely related prize animals. with points 
of no value outside the immoral ring of dog fanciers, and 
then seek to obtain immunity from distemper by rearing 
pups in a glass case in the middle of a ten-acre field, sur- 
rounded by a moat filled with disinfectant, the drawbridge 
guarded by a chemist whose duty it would be to sterilise all 
food and water, and fill up his time in bottling sunshine for 
the benefit of the pups on dull days ? 

I do not write this to get ‘arise’? out of your talented 
correspondent, Mr. Gray, but to ask other practitioners 
engaged among dogs what they do in the matter, and what 
is the right and best course to take? 

Cave Cane. 


PROFESSIONAL ADVERTISING. 


Dear Sir, 

Any veterinary surgeon acceding to the accompanying 
suggestion of the ‘‘ Mollasina Coy’’ should cease to deserve 
the title ‘‘ good.’’ Would he not also come under the ban 
of the almighty Registration Committee ?—Y our faithfully, 

Sypney L. STerHens. 


36 Mark Lane, London, E.C. 
April 25th, 1905. 
Dear Sir, 
When sending a match box some time ago with his 
name engraved thereon to one of the members of your 
honoured profession, he suggested we might supply him 
with a dozen or two which he would hand to his clients. 
We have pleasure in saying that we are willing to send you 
one or two dozen match boxes like the sample enclosed, 
only instead of our name and advertisement on the one 
side, we should have engraved the words: ‘‘ With the com- 
pliments of »”’ following which would be your good 
name. 
Kindly let us know if the idea commends itself to you 
and we shall be at your service in the matter.—Yours truly, 
Tue Monasstne Company, Lt. 
J. Prosser, Sales Manager. 


— 


ComMUNICATIONS AND Papers RECEIVED.—Messrs. J.E. Miller, 
J.Clarkson, J.McI.. Young, H.zur Nedden. F. E. P., 
** Actinomycosis.”’ 

Annual Report by Vet. Inspector, Aberdeen ; The Yorkshire 
Post, The Tewkesbury Register, The Demeter (Baton Rouge-) 


Original articles and reports should be written on 0M 
side only of the paper and authenticated by the names an 
addresses of the writers, not necessarily for publication. 


ing nature. 


will study and give this anomaly their consideration and, if 
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